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from 1937 until almost yesterday, how is it that it has been
able to assume the place of leadership for the Indian
Muslims ?
The answer must be given in several parts. One reason
for the League's success has been, of course, the skilful pro-
paganda which we have been noticing, carried out in the
receptive atmosphere which we have outlined. Propaganda
successes of a powerful reactionary group in our collapsing
world order have become distressingly common. Secondly,
we must emphasize the lack of a progressive alternative to
the League. The Congress, from after the provincial elec-
tions to 1941, pursued a policy almost calculated to alienate
all but the haute bourgeoisie ; certainly it did little that was
concrete to attract, or to keep attracted, the discontented57.
Thirdly, the Muslim bourgeoisie flirted with reaction partly
because it was itself, being bourgeois, interested in reaction.
Like the Congress middle classes, it was afraid of revolu-
tion ; afraid of the masses and of communism in the event
of a breakdown of the imperialist status quo. We have
seen Mr. Jinnah's appealing to the Muslim middle classes to
join the League lest the nationalists lead India to socialism58.
Finally, and increasingly important, the Muslim middle classes
have joined the League because they have seen in it an
opportunity for increased middle-class advantage for
themselves; an opportunity for their class aggrandizement,
for wealth, power, and freedom to exploit59.
It might be asked whether the interests of the Muslim
bourgeois as a bourgeois is not the same as that of the
Hindu. To some extent they are the same : Nawwab Sir
LiySqat Hayyat Kh5n is a director of the ' Hindu ' capitalists'
newest venture, the vast Bharat Bank60. But on the wholfe
it is becoming legitimate to speak of the Muslim middle
class as a class by itself. The League has succeeded in per-
suading one middle-class Muslim after another that their
chance of middle-class success, pitifully meagre in the pre-
sent order and perhaps, as individuals', none too bright even
in a free capitalist India, could be immensely increased if
they would stand together as a corporate Muslim middle